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Abstract. With regard to the patrimonial acts of the minor, the attention of the doctrine is mainly directed to 
establish whether – and, if so, when –– the contracts, that he concludes in everyday life, may be considered 
valid. Little attention has been paid to the specific profile of liability for damages caused to the party who is 
capable of acting, when, in the formation of the contract, the minor’s age has been concealed or denied. The 
essay examines precisely whether, in cases of annulment of the contract concluded by the minor or of damage 
caused to the other party by the uselessness of the negotiations undertaken in the light of the minor’s incapacity 
to act, there are means of protecting the capable party.
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Abstract. In this paper, we try to delimit the elements that characterize causally and functionally the contractual 
division of the inheritance and that justify the application of its legal rules. However, as the autonomy of will 
allows other functions or causes to appear in the same partition contract, the reaction of the system can be 
somewhat different in these other cases. All this makes it advisable for the will of the parties to foresee very well 
what legal consequences they wish each partition contract to produce.
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Abstract. This essay analyses the case of the bond of liberation from a debt by proposing its reconstruction in 
terms of the authentic will of renunciation of credit. This is achieved through a careful consideration of debt 
remission, both in the structure and – above all – of function. This does not preclud the tester, in the exercise 
of the private autonomy granted to him by the legal system, can package a (atypical) debt remission bond, 
whenever the interests that the provision is called upon to carry out are directed towards that instrument.
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Abstract. The essay focuses on the problem of adult child support in Italy. According to Italian Civil code 
(artt. 315-bis and 337-ter), the parents have to maintain the offspring until it is economically independent, 
notwithstanding the age. A recent intervention of the Court of cassation provides for a different interpretation 
of the law. The Court argues that the duty to maintain the child ends when he turns eighteen years old and for 
older children it is up to the judge to decide whether the parents are obliged to maintain them. Starting from 
the new judgement, the paper summarizes the relevant Italian case law on this topic and makes a comparison 
between Italian and North American systems. The purpose of the comparison is to show that the adult child 
support, as it happens in common law systems, has to aim to a specific purpose: finishing education or acquiring 
a specific expertise. When this happens, the adult child cannot demand a full maintenance and he has to seek 
an employment to make himself independent, even if that employment does not fit to his expectations.
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Abstract. In a recent judgment, the Italian Supreme Civil Court established that a child’s right of maintenance 
ends when he or she comes of age, but the child can obtain maintenance afterwards if proving his or her 



dedication, firstly to achieving a University degree and then to looking thoroughly for a job. In this way the 
Court has taken the distance from the traditional opinion that a child’s right of maintenance continues until 
he or she has achieved self-sufficiency or has failed in doing so for his or her own fault. Nevertheless, the aim of 
limiting a child’s right of maintenance, according to the principle of self-responsibility, can be equally achieved 
by considering the real content of the parents’ obligation of maintenance, that is putting their child in the 
condition of becoming economically independent, rather than making sure that he or she has actually reached 
independence. This theory not only complies with the law but results also in a distribution of the burden of 
proof between the parties that satisfies the so-called principle of “proximity of the proof”.
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Abstract. The Supreme Court annuls two simultaneous wills drawn up by two spouses, identifying within two 
simultaneous wills presumptive elements suitable to integrate the existence of an agreement as to succession 
(i.e. “patto successorio istitutivo”). With this contribution, the Author intends to underline the critical aspects of 
this ruling, isolating the main legal issues addressed by the Supreme Court, with the hope of a future adherence 
to a more prudent doctrine, which tends to preserve and safeguard the will of the testators.
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